11.0 HISTORIC PRESERVATION ELEMENT

11.1 History

Ho-Ho-Kus has a committee for historical research and preservations. The make-up of the

committee comes from members of the Council, Planning Board, Municipal Staff and

interested citizens. The Borough displays some of it artifacts, pictures, documents, maps and

other items of interest in display cases in the Borough Hall. Other photographs are on display

in the Mayor’s office. Additional documents and books on Borough history may be found at

the Ho-Ho-Kus Library, the Hermitage, the Borough’s National Landmark and Historic site,

has an extensive artifacts collection of the community since colonial times. The School

House Museum and Ridgewood Library have additional Ho-Ho-Kus artifacts and books.

The Committee has assembled much information for this Historic Element, and additional

information will be available in the coming years. The recently opened archives at the

Hermitage will provide a new source of information on family life, industry and area culture.

The story of the Borough of Ho-Ho-Kus commenced over three hundred years ago. It began

with the Native Americans, the Lenni Lenape (Delaware Indians), who lived here, walked the

paths, fished the streams, hunted the forests and tilled the land. The Lenni Lenape tribe had

three distinct sub-divisions, and it was the Minsies who lived in the northern part of the state.

Translated Lenni Lenape means “original people”. Chief Wearimus lived east of the Saddle

River with his tribe, while Chief Oratam, born in 1577, was the great Sagamore (Chief) of

the Hackensack Indians. His decision to live in peace with the first Dutch and English

settlers that came to his land is credited with easing the way for the quiescent settlement of

Bergen County.

No one knows when the Lenni Lenape first inhabited the area. We do know, however, that

most of the Native Americans left New Jersey about 1730. Subsequently, there was a treaty

with the Minsies in 1758 whereby they relinquished all the land under their jurisdiction but

reserved the right to hunt and fish. During the later years of their residency, the Dutch, the

English, and the Polish immigrated here.

Names such as Zaborowsky (now Zabriskie), Ackerman, Hopper and Terhune fill the pages

about our first homesteaders. History tells us that Albert Zaborowsky and David Ackerman

arrived in New Amsterdam on the same ship in 1662. David soon died but Albert made his

way to the Paramus region, as did the sons of David Ackerman. Descendants of those two

men still live within our borders.

Although there are family histories and church documentation about early pioneers, one of

the earliest written notices that specifically mentions Ho-Ho-Kus is the 1698 Van Emburgh

deed. It records the purchase, for thirty-two pounds ten shillings, of half of a 500 acre patent

of land by David Provoast and Johannes Van Inburgh. This written documentation

authenticated the settlement of Ho-Ho-Kus in 1698.
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Since our beginning we have been known by several names:

Hochaos (Indian) Choghaxes (Dutch)

Hoppertown Undercliff

New Prospect Borough of Orville

Borough of Ho-Ho-Kus

An excellent question asked by many is “What is the meaning of Ho-Ho-Kus?” As is the

case with many names of Indian origin, there can be many interpretations – some with proof

and authority and some without documentation. Here are a few definitions found to date:

     • It is an Indian word for running water.

     • It means cleft in the rock or under the rock or hollow rock.

     • It comes from hohokes signifying the whistle of the wind.

     • It is named from the Chihohokies Indians chief.

     • It comes from the Dutch Hoog Aukers for high oaks.

     • It comes from the Indian hocus meaning fox.

     • Perhaps the most accepted meaning is that Ho-Ho-Kus was a contraction of

Mehokhokus or Mah-Ho-Ho-Kus, a Delaware Indian term meaning the “red cedar”.

This interpretation is based on the fact that the older Indian words beginning in “me”

or “mah” often lost their first syllable as time progressed.

Time kept marching on for the development of the area and more and more families arrived

as this chart indicates:

1698 – One family

1712 – Five families

1770 – Ten families

1871 - Twenty-four families

1900 – 316 people

1910 – 488 people

1920 – 586 people

1930 – 925 people

1940 – 1626 people

1950 - 2254 people

1960 – 3988 people

1970 – 4348 people

1980 – 4129 people

1990 – 3935 people

2000 – 4060 people
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Along with the establishment of a colonial community came the building of homes that were

clustered around the present business district. The first stores came, with Vreeland’s which

served as a store, hotel and saloon; Leary’s, a general store, and Joel Miller’s Store which

had the convenience of an icebox. During the period of the late 1700’s homes were

constructed on the east and west banks of the Saddle River, and for the next one hundred

years nineteen magnificent, impressive, homes appeared on the landscape. Most of these

homes are still standing today and several qualify to be listed on the National Register of

Historic Homes.

More families continued to arrive in the area, and there was no doubt that life here was a

struggle-but nothing like that from which they came. At this time the political arena was

changing. The Revolutionary War found the people in Ho-Ho-Kus and in Bergen County in

a strange dilemma. At first, the unrest did not seem to be a concern as these Revolutionary

meetings were held in the far-off places of Boston and Philadelphia. But soon resentment

began to run high among certain colonists who were Tories and those who were heart and

soul for the revolutionary movement.

For several reasons that could not be avoided, the war touched us. New Jersey was a

bottleneck between the northern group of states (New York and New England) and the

southern group (Pennsylvania and the other colonies to the south), and our busy Franklin

Turnpike (New Prospect and Goshen Turnpike Circa 1806) was one of the best routes for

travel from Albany to New York.

The Hermitage with its classic lines of Gothic architecture, its wood-shingled roof and

pointed gables found itself in the middle of the great struggle. In this home could be found

classical music, lovely ladies, manners and culture quite unknown in Bergen County.

Regular visitors, American and British, were entertained by the Widow Prevost. Names such

as George Washington, Aaron Burr, Alexander Hamilton, Marquis de LaFayette, and James

Monroe frequented the Hermitage.

In the 1800’s the war was behind them and the resurgence of the community began. The

Turnpike Era was ushered in by the farmer’s need for better and cheaper transportation. The

Turnpike aided the developing industries as did the swiftly flowing waters of the Saddle

River and the Ho-Ho-Kus Brook. Ho-Ho-Kus now had grist and cotton mills, carriage, paint

and blacksmith shops and a flourishing woolen mill.

All was going well for those families living here during the 1800’s until political clouds

appeared on the scene once again. Just as during the Revolution, opinion differed, and while

most citizens were loyal to the Union, others felt that the Civil War was unrighteous and

unnecessary.
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Following the Civil War a new type of family moved into Ho-Ho-Kus. It was known as “the

commuter”. This resulted in the construction of the Ramapo and Paterson Railroad along the

west boundary of the town. With the growth of the Erie Railroad, glowing pictures of the

beauty and life style were touted by the Railroad. The North Jersey Rapid Transit Line

operated trolleys between Suffern and Paterson between 1910 and 1929. What is remaining

left of the trolley line is a right-of-way currently utilized by the Public Service Electric and

Gas Company. When the line was dismantled, the tracks were sold to Russia for use in the

Trans Siberian Railway.

Much of the attraction to this area was the seventy-acre Sylvan Lake formed by a fifty-foot

high brownstone dam. The lake was a true recreational facility which provided ice skating,

canoeing, and swimming. On its western shore was The Ho-Ho-Kus Hotel and Dance

Pavilion. Unfortunately, the dam broke in 1882, and the lake disappeared along with the

summer tourists and the industries.

But in the 1870’s Ho-Ho-Kus residents had another form of recreation, the Ho-Ho-Kus Race

Track. This track was used until the late 1930’s. There were traditional livestock exhibits,

competitions, and displays of wagons and machinery in addition to the racetrack. The last

Bergen County Fair, the event of the year, was held in 1932, and the last horse race was a

year later. Exciting entertainment was provided by the Ho-Ho-Kus Driving Club, which

invaded the Track in 1919, and remained popular until a fatal day, July 4, 1938, when two

race cars plunged into the infield killing two spectators and injuring many others. The land

was sold in 1950 for a housing development.

Across town another form of entertainment developed – The Bell-Ho Stables. This

Northwest Bergen Landmark covered over 20 acres on the corner of Mill Road and

Wearimus Road. The stable complex was a horseman’s paradise. The facility supported an

outside track, a lounge, club house, an outside arena, a large stable complex, living quarters

for staff and owners, and the largest indoor horse arena in the East.

In 1927, Harold Cheel, a builder bought thirteen acres of the original Ackerman Farm and

undertook the Borough’s first residential subdivision. It extended north and west from the

intersection of Hollywood Avenue and Sheridan Avenue. The first six homes with lot

frontages of 35 to 75 feet were erected and sold in 1929. Today, the Cheelcroft area

comprises about one hundred acres.

The Ho-Ho-Kus Park Estates, built in approximately 1950, was the second significant

subdivision within the Borough. The location was east of Route 17 and south of Hollywood

Avenue. The minimum lot size was generally 10,000 square feet, and lot frontages were

generally 75 to 100 feet.
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In 1950-1951, the third major subdivision, Race Track Road, was built with lot sizes of

10,000 square feet and frontages generally of eighty to one hundred feet. In the late 1950’s,

the Vogel Tract east of Route 17 now commonly referred to as the Brewster Estates became

the first one-acre minimum lot size sub-division. It consisted of sixty-eight lots and

established a low density, estate type pattern that characterizes the eastern section of the

Borough.

The final housing development came in 1990 with a twenty-four townhouse development off

West Saddle River Road.

11.2 Places of Historic Interest

Ho-Ho-Kus Railroad Station (1908)

This station is listed in the State Plan as a Critical Environmental and Historic Site.

Train service to Ho-Ho-Kus began in 1848 on a single track. By 1903 there were four main

line tracks servicing the area from Hoboken to upstate New York.

One of the Borough’s earliest stations, built in 1860 on Hollywood Avenue, burned down

several years later. The next station, built in 1886 on the site of the present day station,

burned down in the early 1900’s. The present railroad station is the second on the site; it was

built by a Ho-Ho-Kus resident, John Mc Gee, contractor for the Erie Railroad. The station is

a one story Richardson Boulder style building with a moderately pitched hipped roof. Unlike

most Erie Stations of the period, it consists of two waiting rooms separated by a ticket office

with a baggage room on the north end. A double stairway with a stone rubble parapet leads to

the platform on which the station is built. South of the station are the remains of a matching

extra baggage building which served as a mail pick-up station for out bound trains. The

building was torn down about 1964 because it was difficult to maintain and protect.

Warren Avenue Bridge (1890)

This bridge is listed in the State Plan as a Critical Environmental and Historic Site.

It is a pin-connected Pratt truss bridge, a style widely used by railroads in the later part of the

19th Century. The original date of construction is about 1890. It was moved from

Narrowsburg, New York, to its present site by the Erie Railroad between 1902 and 1907 and

allowed commuters, freight, and tourists to cross the Ho-Ho-Kus Brook in order to reach the

new Ho-Ho-Kus Railroad Station. (It was not unusual to relocate railroad truss bridges and

convert them for automobile use).

It is the oldest of three surviving thru truss bridges in Bergen County and is the highest

bridge to be maintained by the County. The bridge is a well-preserved, technologically

significant example of a Pratt pin-connected thru truss bridge.
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Ho-Ho-Kus Railroad Viaduct (1848)

This viaduct is listed in the State Plan as a Critical Environmental and Historic Site.

The 160 year old cut stone viaduct over the Ho-Ho-Kus Brook is unfamiliar to most residents

due to its location on a secluded parcel of public and private land. It carries the New Jersey

Transit Main Line from New York to Hoboken.

Originally designed by John Allen, an engineer for the Paterson and Hudson Railroad, it was

built in 1841, it was fashioned as a single arch carrying two tracks. It was expanded in 1902

when Elijah Rosencrantz sold a parcel of land to allow the railroad to expand to a four-track

main line. The builders used the cut and fill technique which moved earth to the level of the

tracks on the flat side of the brook to equal the cliff side. The stone used is known as native

Palisade cut stone. Each block weighs about a ton or more. The bridge rises 70 feet above the

Ho-Ho-Kus Brook.

Sylvan Lake 1862

There once was a large man-made lake in Ho-Ho-Kus that stretched from the business

district to the edge of Hollywood Avenue and under the railroad viaduct. Its function was to

provide water power to the Zabriskie Cotton Mill located in the area of today’s railroad

station’s lower level parking lot. The lake covered about 70 acres and was over 70 feet deep

in many areas except at the dam were it was 60 feet in depth. At its widest point the lake was

over 300 feet across and one third of a mile long.

From the mid 1800’s to early 1900 a walkover bridge existed crossing the Zabriskie Dam and

Sylvan Lake. It extended over 200 feet from the Zabriskie factory to the area opposite the

present day Post Office.

In addition to providing power to the mill, the lake developed into a recreation center and a

tourist attraction. At the base of the dam a picnic ground and recreation area was formed.

People came from miles around to visit and enjoy the view and to picnic. A walkway of some

size, extended from the dam along the eastern shoreline to Hollywood Avenue. Remnants of

this pathway still exist today. The path allowed people a wonderful view of the lake and

cliffs in addition to providing a park like setting. This area of the lake was known as

Knollwood Park. Some of the properties were even developed for housing.

At the north end of the lake there was a pavilion for band concerts, exhibits and dancing. In

addition, a beach area provided for boating, fishing and swimming. The Erie Railroad

advertised the area as a tourist attraction and ran special trains to the Ho-Ho-Kus Train

Station, which was at Hollywood Avenue in those days. People came to stay for weekends

and holidays. They would stay at the Ho-Ho-Kus Hotel near the railroad station.

The beautiful lake disappeared shortly after 4P.M. Saturday afternoon, September 24, 1882

after a very intense three-day rain storm. Several mill dams failed up stream causing undue

pressure on the Zabriskie Dam.
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If one wishes to understand the magnitude of the lake’s size, terrain and depth they should

walk along Knollwood Drive and view the west side into the ravine.

Zabriskie Dam 1862

The Zabriskie Dam was located across from the present day post office (Ho-Ho-Kus Park)

between Franklin Turnpike and Brookside Avenue. The first dam known to have existed on

this site was made of wood and stone. It was destroyed in a large flood in 1862. John J.

Zabriskie rebuilt the dam in 1862. It was constructed of cut brownstone block, weighing a

ton or more. The keystone weighed between three and five tons. The dam was built in the

form of steps 60 feet high and 200 feet across. This type of design allowed the water to

trickle over and down the steps. People came from all over the area to visit the dam’s picnic

grounds and the beautiful lake which formed behind it.

The second dam was destroyed by three days of steady rain. It burst on Saturday, September

24, 1882. Early Saturday morning four smaller mill dams above stream washed away. This

let flow a volume of water six feet over the top forcing it to bulge in the center and making

the keystone give away. The breaking of the dam was a calamity for the town. First, the

water destroyed surrounding buildings, bridges, roads, farmland, and livestock. Second, the

cotton mill business ended. Third, it did away with picturesque Sylvan Lake and the tourism.

Investigation of the collapse revealed that the block stones were simply laid upon each other,

some cement was pasted over the seams where there should have been solid masonry and

cobblestone and boulders were irregularly dumped in as fill.

Mr. Zabriskie drowned in Sylvan Lake in 1876, and the property was in the hands of the Life

Assurance Society. They had recently sold the factory and the dam to Dodge and Sinclair of

New York, but possession had not been given when the dam broke.

A large segment of the dam remained until 1948, at which time the Ho-Ho-Kus Road

Department began removing the stone blocks, which were used to build the road that leads to

the Saddle River Park on Hollywood Avenue. But local residents interceded and stopped any

further destruction.

Zabriskie Cotton Mill Circa 1850

This large mill complex was located across from the present day railroad station (Brookside,

Warren and Cliff). There was a bridge crossing the brook opposite the current post office.

This allowed the employees to cross the brook and for Mr. Zabriskie to have access to his

office and home. There were eleven tenant houses containing eighteen families on the mill

property. Most of the buildings have been torn down, several mill structures remain. The mill

was believed to have been built in the 1850’s. It eventually became a very large structure

with additions added over the years. The mill employed 60 full time people.
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The business ceased cotton production when the dam burst for the second time in 1882. The

factory stood empty for several years. It was leased by a firm to manufacture photograph

paper and cameras. It has been reported that in this factory the first operating camera for

taking moving pictures was built. About 1900, the factory was leased again to Pegamaid

Company for the manufacture of artificial leather. The business failed in 1905 and the factory

lay dormant again. In the 1920’s the large factory complex was still standing and in good

shape.

The Borough acquired the property in the 1930’s and converted some of it to a parking lot in

1943.

Five of the mills out buildings have survived and are residential properties today. Three are

single-family homes; the other two are multi-family residences.

The factory grounds have been totally paved and provide parking for 145 cars. Near the

southeast corner the Veterans of Foreign Wars have a club house. To the southwest lies the

historic Zabriskie Cemetery. A modern kiosk electronic meter system handles the parking

and payment (2007). The property is maintained by the Borough.

Zabriskie House (Ho-Ho-Kus Inn) – 1790

Franklin Turnpike & Sheridan Avenue

This house is listed in the State Plan as a Critical Environmental and Historical site.

It was built for J.J. Zabriskie following the Revolutionary War. The date best authenticated is

1790. The original home was built as a private residence for the family and was located near

the family owned cotton mill south of the present day Warren Avenue Bridge. It was built

with cut Brownstone block on all sides. The gabled ends were covered with unusual tongue

and grove clapboard. The first floor walls were 24 inches thick and had 8 inch hand hewn

floor joists. The grounds were beautifully laid out with large gardens of attractive flowers,

several large vases full of plants, and a large cast iron fountain in front. The entrance was

guarded by tall stone posts and iron gates attached. To the north of the house was a large

working farm. The farm produced much of the meat and vegetables that was on the menu.

The old kitchen was replaced in 1870 by a stone addition. During the flood of 1882 (see

Zabriskie Dam) the beautiful grounds were destroyed along with the farm. The Inn survived

the flood, but the owners could not handle the loss and moved away.
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About 1893 the business was known as the “Mansion House” and it served as an Inn until

1923. In 1903 the business survived a major flood. Little is known at this time on how the

owners survived. By 1923 the name was changed to Villa Inn, (aka Villa Antica Inn) by new

operators. The Villa Inn did well with local and regional trade. In June 1927, the name was

changed to the Ho-Ho-Kus Inn. The lease was purchased from the Villa Inn with an option to

buy. The new owners redecorated inside the building along Colonial lines. The kitchen was

updated and made immaculate. Antique furniture, chintz draperies and furnishings were on

the first floor. The Westside lounge room was done in Old Italian. Imbedded in each wall

was a circular plaque with the figures of maidens in bas-relief (imported) all done in buff

color. Outside they added orange awnings around the building. In front of the building, on

the second level, they installed a large electric sign "Ho-Ho-Kus Inn”. The sign could be seen

all the way down Maple Avenue into Ridgewood. The upper floors contained living

apartments for the owner and family.

It is believed in 1929 the Depression caused the owners to sell the business. The new owners

kept the name, but did some refurnishing of the building. They expanded the menu and

opened the building to include banquets, parties, music and afternoon tea service, which was

popular at the time.

The business managed to survive until 1938, when the Ho-Ho-Kus Race Track was closed.

The business struggled on and off over the years.

The Borough purchased the property in 1941, at the urging of several residents, to preserve

the historic structure. The building survived a major flood in August 1945. A great deal of

damage was done, but the Borough was able to save the building.

In 1957, a major restoration project was under taken by a local family. The interior of the

building was totally restored to part revolutionary décor and the outside had a major

restoration, including the grounds. The business was spectacular and became a major

restaurant location for the metropolitan area. In 1989, a new owner did additional exterior

restoration, but kept the business running with a French flair. The business was acquired by

default. The interior was completely renovated. A new exterior canopy, signage and

landscape plan was done at this time. The name was changed to Marchello’s Ho-Ho-Kus Inn.

Late spring of 2007 new owners purchased the lease and changed the name to the Ho-Ho-

Kus Inn.
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Ackerman – Demarest House - 1760

605 East Saddle River Road

This house is listed in the State Plan as a Critical Environmental and Historic Site.

About 1760 William Cairns operated a tavern house on this site opposite his fulling mill on

the Saddle River. On March 23, 1780, British troops attacked Continental soldiers quartered

in the mill and tavern, capturing men and destroying fire arms. At about this time, Johannes

G Ackerman acquired the property and converted the mill to grinding grain, but did not

reside on the premises. Hendrick Terhune took possession in 1783, adding a sawmill in 1812.

It is believed that he built a two room, double-entry stone home upon the tavern foundation

about 1813, when Dr. Garret D. Banta married his daughter Harriet. Dr. Banta became part

owner of the grist and saw mills in 1816 and acquired his father–in-law’s remaining interest

in 1832, but died in that same year. His heirs sold the dwelling, grist and sawmills on 50

acres to Daniel Perry in 1834. He is believed to have enlarged the house to the north making

it two rooms deep and covering it with a gambrel roof. Daniel D. Perry conveyed the mill

farm to Benjamin S. Demarest in 1849. He operated the mills here until his death in 1887. (A

support beam in the basement is inscribed by Benjamin Demarest). In 1899, his heirs sold to

the Gray Lloyd Manufacturing Company of Jersey City, a maker of optical goods. In 1904,

Joseph and Louise Graham became owners and altered the house to suit their architectural

tastes, building a frame addition to the north in 1910.

Since 1910 the house property was owned by several families and all attempted to preserve

the historic building. The last private owner, Jane Gingrich, bequeathed the property to

Bergen County in 1982. She believed that the County would preserve the historic house and

care for it. This was a mistake! The county deferred maintenance and allowed it to fall into

disrepair. In 1998, the county auctioned the house to the highest bidder. A private citizen was

awarded the bid to restore the house by adhering to strict historical standards. In 1999 the

owner was indicted on Federal charges. The restoration work ceased. The house fell into

disrepair again, and the matter was in the hands of the courts. By 2006 Kevin and Dawn Shea

(of the Borough) were able to intercede and become the owners. They received approval

from the Ho-Ho-Kus Planning Board to restore the home and property in 2007.

Terhune-Hopper House Circa 1790

825 East Saddle River Road

This house is listed in the State Plan as a Critical Environmental and Historic Site.

It is believed that this house was built by Albert Demarest Terhune and inherited by his sons

Jacob A. Terhune and Abraham Terhune in 1807.
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The front of this 18th Century Dutch house faced the southwest, as was the custom of the

settlers of this era. The architecture exemplifies the commonest decorative features and

material for this area and period. The exterior walls were made of local sandstone. One wall

was more evenly cut and spaced to project to those who passed on East Saddle River Road, a

more appealing view of the house. The remaining three exterior walls were not of the same

craftsmanship. Originally, the house was a one story building with a large fireplace and

chimney, attic and gambrel roof. The house has been renovated and expanded by various

owners over the years. Currently the house is a large three story structure with several

additions to the eastside. The traditional southwest entrance is now the rear with a full

veranda across the back. The front entrance faces the north with a covered porch. The

traditional fireplace has been altered. An additional fireplace was added to the large dinning

room during an east side expansion.

The original thirty plus acres has been reduced to 1 ½ acres by numerous subdivisions. Most

of the subdivisions were made on the east side, but one was made to the north in 1900, which

created 843 East Saddle River Road (Mary K. Fay house). In 1968 a subdivision to the south

created a new one acre lot, 823 East Saddle River Road.

There was an active mill on the west side deriving its power from a mill pond constructed on

the Saddle River. The mill, mill pond and support infrastructure disappeared in the late

1800’s. There was an ice house on the west side of East Saddle River Road. The ice house

structure remained until the late 1950’s. This property was subdivided for two building lots.

Today this large home is well maintained and still reflects the Dutch flair. The accessory

building is a three car garage with a full floor above. A cabana in the rear provides extra

privacy. The southwest area provides space for an in-ground swimming pool.

Terhune-Ranlett-Jefferson House (Circa 1750)

933 East Saddle River Road

This house is listed in the State Plan as a Critical Environmental and Historic Site.

This 18th Century Dutch house is believed to have been built by the Terhune family, possible

Abraham Terhune, between 1705 and 1775. There is architectural evidence of modification

as early as 1790. The house has been greatly altered over the years, but retains the charm of

the past. The house still has whitewash walls built of clay and straw. Various changes have

been made to the interior to meet individual tastes and needs. The floor joists were 6’ by 8”.

The wall thickness is approximately 21” in some areas. As was customary by settlers of this

time, the house faced southwest. The exterior walls were made of local sandstone. One wall

was more evenly cut and spaced, to project to those who passed, a more appealing view of

the house. The other three exterior walls were not of the same craftsmanship. Also on the

property was a large Dutch barn located on the northeast side of the yard. This was modified

over the years and was one the few remaining Dutch barns left in Bergen County. A gabled

ice house of frame construction, with stone foundation, is near the barn. The buildings are

architecturally significant for their association with the exploration and settlement of the

area.
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Five generations of Terhune’s lived at this site. Just prior to the Civil War William H. Ranlett

purchased the property. Ranlett was the architect, hired by Elijon Rosencrantz, to remodel

and upgrade the Hermitage. William Ranlett was an architect and a publisher of importance.

His office was located in the Wall Street area of New York City. He published a significant

monthly magazine known as “The Architect”, a nationally ranked publication. He was very

patriotic and ardent supporter of the Civil War. He was quite outspoken with his support and

actions.

He was killed, November 8, 1865, when he was thrown from his wagon while on a business

trip.

There is no evidence, at this time, that Ranlett made any significant improvements to the

house or property.

Additional information regarding the life, philosophy, and work of William H. Ranlett may

be found at www.thehermitage.org/ArchitectureTOCPage.html.

By 1870, Joseph Jefferson III owned the property. Mr. Jefferson was a famous actor and

comedian at the end of the 19th century. He became identified with the character Rip Van

Winkle that he recreated for the stage. More may be found on the actor Joe Jefferson at

www.authorama.com/19th-century-actor-autobiographies-2.html.

Jefferson made various changes to the house and property. On the western side he removed

the partition in the living room to create a 30 foot room. This room served as a small stage to

conduct various theatrical productions for friends and neighbors. He installed appropriate

entrances to the main hall for guest comfort. Around 1900 a wing was removed and a larger

one built to carry the line of gambrel roof across the front.

Jefferson was an ardent fisherman, loved nature and the home on East Saddle River Road.

Outside he planted a series of pines that still adorn the property today. He created a beautiful

picturesque residence and grounds. The property was kept under the highest state of

improvement, including the stately trees and a fishing pond. On the west side of East Saddle

River Road a gazebo allowed him to view the Saddle River and the Valley. A path led to the

river below for fishing.

Over the years some changes have been made to the building. A major change took place in

1996. The Dutch barn was severely damaged by a 21 inch snow fall in January. The main

section was rebuilt with a new Dutch style roof line. The west side of the barn was not

rebuilt. The barn is lower in profile and smaller than the original. The original east side of the

structure is still in place. The ice house still remains and is unchanged. The property was

reduced in size in 2002, for a one acre subdivision. The current site is 2 1/3 acres. The

original farm was 38 acres.
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Terhune Van Emburgh Jacquelin House Circa 1820

991 East Saddle River Road

Abraham A. and Catherine Terhune deeded the land to John Van Emburgh and his wife Polly

Terhune Van Emburgh. They built a house, barn and various out buildings to support the

large farm property. The house exemplified the commonest techniques for construction,

decorative features and design for this period. A two story structure with shingles, dormer

windows, cross gabled return eaves, high stone foundation, porch with Tuscan columns,

doors with transom and sidelights. It was built with the end facing the west and the front

facing the southwest, as was the custom of the settlers of this area.

All of the original construction is by hand, with hand hewn beams and square hand wrought

nails. The interior of the house is very interesting. Some of the floors slope, the doorway and

doors are less than six feet high. Many of the original fireplaces are still in place. Several

floors are at different levels upstairs and down. One must step down a couple of stairs to

enter several of the original early rooms.

The house has been altered several times since its first alteration in 1890. The most recent

change took place in 2001. The main driveway is on Jacquelin Avenue, access to East Saddle

River Road was closed. An alteration to the northern part of the house, inside and out, was

completed.

The barn was a common type structure, one and a half stories, and 10 bays, varied windows

and supported by heavy rafters. The second floor also doubled as living quarters for

employees. In 2001 the barn was torn down and replaced by one that is historically

appropriate and is used as a garage.

The ice house disappeared in the late 20’s or 30’s. The barn doubled as an ice house.

To the east was a turn of the century Carriage House. It faces present day Jacquelin Avenue.

Based on recent renovations the building may have been constructed in the late 1700’s. For

additional information – see Van Emburgh Carriage House – Historic Element.

About 1900 Herbert Ten Broeck Jacquelin purchased the property. He maintained the home

and planted various trees and shrubs that are still in place today. Mr. Jacquelin became a

member of the Ho-Ho-Kus Borough Council. His wife, Zillah, was passionate about history

and antiques. She had a large collection which was on display in her home. Her foresight led

to the preservation of the Terhune-Jefferson House, Ho-Ho-Kus Inn and her home. The

Jacquelins expanded the farm property with additional residents for friends and family. They

also built a silo to store and protect feed for the animals. The silo stood 53 ½ feet made of

hollow ceramic block. This cylindrical structure is still in existence and is situated at the top

of Jacquelin Avenue to the northwest.
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John Van Emburgh Carriage House 1700’s

33 Jacquelin Avenue

One of the finest turn of the century carriage houses in the area is located on Jacquelin

Avenue. The structure is believed to have been constructed in the 1700’s. It was built as one

of the out buildings for the main house located at 991 East Saddle River Road. This large

carriage house contained seven stalls, three carriage bays, a tack room, service room, and a

large storage area. The second floor was for entertaining and housed living quarters for the

staff.

Over the years the carriage house was renovated several times. Some of the stalls and

carriage bays were converted for storing automobiles. The second floor was converted to an

apartment with four bedrooms, two baths, kitchen, dining room and a large living room with

a fireplace. In the early days this floor was used as living quarters for the house staff.

In 2001, the property at 991 East Saddle River Road was subdivided preserving the original

house on one lot and the carriage house on the other. During the renovation of the carriage

house it was discovered that three and a half foot stone walls and wooden pegs for nails were

used to construct the building, thus dating the building construction to the 1700’s. Another

discovery during the renovations was a love letter found in between the walls. It appears to

have been written in late 1700 or early 1800 based on the writing. The formal architecture

was misleading, and it was erroneously believed that the carriage house was constructed in

1890, (a renovation date).

The Hermitage 1740

335 North Franklin Turnpike

This is listed in the State Plan as a Critical Environmental and Historic Site.

Nestled among century-old trees on 4.9 acres in Ho-Ho-Kus, stands the HERMITAGE, the

only 18th and 19th century house in Bergen County designated as a National Landmark and a

Historic Site.

William Ranlett, a well-known Victorian architect in the 1840’s, remodeled the prerevolutionary

structure into a picturesque Gothic Revival home with steep gabled roofs,

diamond-paned bay windows, elaborately carved “ginger-bread” trim, and wide verandahs,

epitomizing the romantic Victorian image. This mansion stands not only for the unusual

English Gothic Construction, in conspicuously Dutch Bergen County, but primarily as a

historic monument wrapped in the cloak of romance and romantic courtship.

The Hermitage has roots reaching deep into colonial times. The original part of the house

was erected circa 1740 as a modest two-story brownstone home. When owned by Lt. Col.

James Marcus Prevost, a British officer, and his wife Theodosia, it hosted some of the great

figures in American history.
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In July 1778, after the Battle of Monmouth, Theodosia invited George Washington and his

officers to partake of her hospitality at the Hermitage. They accepted and were entertained

there for four delightful days. One of Washington’s officers, Aaron Burr, was so captivated

by the charm and wit of the gracious hostess that he became a frequent visitor. After a

romantic courtship which followed Colonel Prevost’s death, Burr asked for Theodosia’s hand

in marriage. They were married at the Hermitage on July 2, 1782. James Monroe, Alexander

Hamilton, the Marquis de Lafayette, Peggy Shippen Arnold, and New Jersey Governor

William Paterson were also numbered among Theodosia’s guests.

Subsequent owners, after the Widow Prevost, were Aaron Burr, William Cutting, William

Bell, James LaRue, and Elijah Rosencrantz, who to this day makes Ho-Ho-Kus proud. He

was a minister, doctor, farmer, traveler, successful businessman and leader dedicated to

achieving economic and political independence. Mary Elizabeth Rosencrantz, granddaughter

of Elijah, lived in the Hermitage until her death in 1970. The home and land was willed by

Mary Elizabeth to the State of New Jersey.

The house is now operated by the Friends of the Hermitage, founded in 1972, as a non-profit

organization dedicated to preserving and maintaining the home as an interpretive museum of

the late Victorian era in America.

This has been a short review of this historic landmark. For more detailed information on the

Hermitage visit www.thehermitage.org or take a tour of the landmark on visiting days.

Rosencrantz Cotton Mill 1828

1 Hollywood Avenue

The Rosencrantz Cotton Mill, located at the western end of Hollywood Avenue, was built in

1828 by Elijah Rosencrantz. Drawing its power from the Ho-Ho-Kus Brook through a series

of dams and man made waterways, the mill complex evolved during the remainder of the

century and in 1898 was used as a bleachery by the Brookdale Bleachery Company. It ceased

operation in the 1980’s. The factory complex has been, in part, preserved and is a significant

resource for the history of early industry. Its industrial function has been continued and is

now used for small businesses and warehousing. For a more detailed account visit

www.thehermitage.org.

The Washington Elm 1778

East Franklin Turnpike

In Colonial times Franklin Avenue (Franklin Turnpike) was a narrow, rutty, dusty

thoroughfare, lined with majestic elm trees. This grove of elms stretched from East Franklin

Turnpike in Ridgewood, west to Warren Avenue. This section of the roadway was famed for

its beautiful large elm trees. About two blocks east of the Ho-Ho-Kus Inn between Elmwood

and Sycamore Avenues stood the “Tavern under the Elms”. This tavern was one of the “stop

over” points in route to Albany, New York.
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Near the front of the tavern stood a series of elm trees, one in particular was greatly admired.

It was believed to be one of the largest elm trees in this part of the colonies. The trunk was

over 6 feet in diameter with a 17 foot circumference. The branches spread out over 110 feet.

The root system measured 13 feet across. It was estimated to be about 100 years old when the

American Revolution began. Legend has it in 1778 General George Washington camped

under the elm while on a march from Fort Lee to the Colonial Army post in Ramapo Valley.

It’s reported that General Washington chose this spot for the peace and tranquility of the

location and his appreciation of the beautiful majestic tree. He also passed this location many

times when he traveled between quarters near the Paramus Church and the Hermitage. People

of the community took great pride in the elm tree since the “Father of the Country” had taken

time to enjoy the location.

Little over 100 years after the Revolutionary War the elm trees started to decline. In the fall

of 1882 the Zabriskie Dam failed and the majority of the elm trees were destroyed. News

reports estimated that as many as 100 elm trees were destroyed by rushing waters. In October

of 1903, the largest flood on record caused additional damage and destruction to the elm tree

population.

There was little attention paid to the care of the Washington Elm. Some of its branches were

pruned because they interfered with the large amount of traffic on Franklin Turnpike. In

1913, the County came to upgrade Franklin Turnpike. They cut several large roots and oiled

the road base after widening. This action cut off a great supply of the trees nourishment.

Memorial Day 1914, the tree was honored by the Ramapo Valley Chapter of the Daughters

of the American Revolution (D.A.R). A granite Revolutionary War Marker was installed at

the foot of the tree. Today the marker is preserved in Memorial Park on East Franklin

Turnpike.

During 1915, many of the tree limbs were improperly cabled with light cable lines. Dead

wood was not cut out properly, or not at all, prior to filling a large crevice with cement. The

tree received the worst type of service for an attempt to save it.

As early as 1918, limbs started to fall from the tree, several large ones fell causing concern

for the tree life and local safety.

By the 1920’s, Franklin Turnpike was a major route to Albany. To improve the road the State

did additional road work that damaged the tree. In addition several elms along the Turnpike,

including all in front of the pre-Revolutionary War Hopper-Zabriskie-Toles House, were

removed. (Area of present Post Office)
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In 1925, Congressman M.L. Davey, of Ohio, president of Davey Tree Company, a history

buff and an arboriculturist heard about the historic Washington Elm. He sent a representative

to visit the site to assist in saving the tree. The tree was inspected from the ground to its

branches. Test borings were conducted. After the inspection the Town Council was informed

that the tree was in serious condition. It represented a liability to the town, but with proper

treatment its life may be prolonged. The Council appropriated $200 to provide for immediate

treatment.

The tree was trimmed; parts of the decay were removed, wire cables were installed to relieve

tension. Several hundred pounds of fertilizer was injected into the ground around the tree.

The Davey Tree Company maintained the tree for the next three years.

By June 1928, the Davey Tree Company reported to the Council that the Washington Elm

was at an end. It was just a matter of time and it will be lost. All agreed it would be too much

of a shock to the community to take it down. It was decided that appropriate pruning to allow

it to die off slowly and eliminate the safety problem was the best way to handle the historic

tree. In December 1937, the United States Department of Agriculture’s inspectors determined

that the tree was infected with the “Dutch Elm Disease” and must be destroyed. Early

January 1938, the Agriculture Department sends a crew to cut the tree down. Public Service

was requested to assist and pull the trunk from the ground. The government crew cut away

the stump and removed all the remains.

Warner Brothers Movies commissioned Arthur W. Crisp, a well known muralist, to capture

the event of Washington under the Elm on a mural in 1932. This large mural is located in the

lobby of the Ridgewood movie theater. The local Veterans of Foreign Wars Organization is

known as the Washington Elm Post. Other groups use the symbol of “Washington under the

Elms” for labels in books.

Ho-Ho-Kus Fire Bell

East Franklin Turnpike

Before the turn of the century, fire service was provided by neighbors and eventually an

organized fire department. Service came from the Borough of Orvil or Hoppertown; in 1911

it was by the Ho-Ho-Kus Fire Department. In order for people to respond to a fire, a bell was

used to alert the community. The Ho-Ho-Kus Fire Bell was 3 feet wide, 2 feet high and

weighed 590 pounds. It was held in a stationary position in a 50 foot wooden tower on East

Franklin Turnpike, about 100 feet east of the old firehouse. The tower was constructed by a

local carpenter. The bell came from the C.S. Bell Company Foundry in Hillsboro, Ohio. It

had a double clapper that enabled one person to ring the bell with ease. Its cost was about

$80.00 plus shipping and installation.

In December of 1927 the current day Gamewell audible fire alarm system started service on

the old firehouse (now housed on the railroad station).
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The bell tower was dismantled in May 1928. The Town Council voted to preserve the bell

and have it stored in the basement of the old public school, (site of the present day firehouse).

The purpose of the preservation was for future use or display. The bell was considered one of

the old landmarks of Ho-Ho-Kus in 1928. In 1938 a small permanent structure was

constructed by the Ho-Ho-Kus Road Department (today’s DPW) on the same spot where the

original tower stood. The structure consisted of four brick columns and a slate roof, under

which the bell hung, (about 65 years). It was removed by the Ho-Ho-Kus DPW to make way

for the upgraded Memorial Park. The bell was stored on the DPW grounds. The years of

display caused serious deterioration. It was believed that the bell was given to a scrap metal

company because it could not be saved. Recently the bell was found in a storage area of the

DPW. Attempts have been made to save and restore the bell for display again. The bell is

over 100 years old and its outcome is not known at this time.

Bell-Ho Stables 1924

Chestnut Ridge Stables

Marvin Y. Bell and his wife Vivienne were leaders in the field of horses and their care.

Marvin Bell was considered an expert in equestrian circles. They started a stable club in 1922

at the corner of Mill and Wearimus Road. The following year he and his wife combined their

passion and started construction of the Bell-Ho Stables. The stable was opened in May 1924.

The first indoor arena measured 90’x120’. A heated enclosed public viewing area for

spectators had a 30 foot long glass partition looking into the ring. The rear of the room

opened to an outdoor veranda 30 feet long and 10 feet wide. The club room was also in this

area and was the home of the Ridgewood Riding Club.

The Ridgewood Riding Club was very active at Bell-Ho Stables. They held dinners, dances,

music events and card parties, as part of their social program in the clubhouse. They were

involved with the Bell’s in conducting major horse shows for children to adults (1923 –

1960).

The Bell–Ho Stable activities were so popular that an outdoor ring, with lights, was

constructed in 1925. Special events for polo were held at night periodically. The lights

permitted people to ride and exercise their horses at night. It was the only lighted outdoor

riding facility in the State.

Also in 1925, a system of bridle paths was established. This was the beginning of an

extensive series of trails that would be developed over the next three years.

Bell’s Riding Club rented horses by the hour, conducted riding lessons, boarded saddle

horses, bought and sold horses and had an extensive training program for saddle horses. In

addition he also fielded equestrian teams to complete in area, regional and national horse

shows. His office was filled with ribbons and trophies. Mr. Bell was also a passionate polo

player and was a leader of the local team.

Page 103 from the Master Plan
Mr. Bell and his wife realized in 1927 that the present Bell- Ho facility was too small for the

work they were doing. They set about a major expansion to handle the demand of this

successful operation. By the fall of 1928 the expansion was completed. Bell-Ho Stables now

had the largest indoor arena in the east. The new indoor arena was a concrete structure,

measuring 310 feet long, 100 feet wide. The spectator area could accommodate up to 700

people. The arena was fully lighted from a wood truss ceiling roof. Large windows on the

north side provided additional lighting. The new well-appointed club house was at the

western end and was 19’x75’. It contained a stone fireplace and locker rooms for men and

women. Outside the club house was a landscaped park with gardens. This was the new home

of the Ridgewood Riding Club. There were two apartments constructed above the clubhouse.

One was the home of the Bell’s. Each apartment had a living room, tiled kitchen, two

bedrooms, a sleeping porch overlooking the park, and a balcony that opened to the indoor

arena.

The old indoor track was converted into additional stables. All the stable buildings were

connected with the main building by a covered annex through which the horses passed. The

south east end of the new arena led to a new outdoor ring where additional training and rider

instruction was provided.

Mr. Bell’s office faced the outdoor half-mile track, on the north side of the complex. Wide

panoramic windows allowed on unobstructed view of the track and polo fields.

The Bells hired some of the best riding instructors and masters in the east to maintain a

population of 125-150 horses year round. By now the bridle trails were very extensive and

popular. Mr. Bell and the Ridgewood Riding Club had arranged for trails to pass on private

property. Residents in surrounding areas were requesting to be included in the bridle route.

At its peak the trails went as far as Park Ridge and wandered for almost twenty miles.

In 1929, the Bell’s started programs for various charitable groups. These philanthropic

venues were the hallmark of the stable. These fund raising programs continued until 1960.

In the 1930’s boxing events and dog shows were held in the indoor arena.

Prior to the war the Bell’s sold the facility to W.J. Brewster. During the war Brewster paved

over the indoor arena and used it to store and protect industrial equipment and machinery.

The name was changed to Chestnut Ridge Stables in 1947. It was at this time very large

outdoor horse shows began. The largest ones were held in the fall when attendance would

reach over 10,000 people per day, depending on the weather and events. The qualifying

meets for the National Horse Show at Madison Square Garden, were the biggest events in

Northwest Bergen County. The governor, congressional members and senators always

attended, making timely speeches and presentations. Even the Ho-Ho-Kus Elementary

School had an equestrian program and started it own annual horse show. Unfortunately, the

stables burned down on August 15, 1960, in what is called the largest fire in the history of the

Ho-Ho-Kus Fire Department.
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The Ho-Ho-Kus Race Track (Circa 1867)

Race Track Road

The famous Race Track historian Allan E. Brown wrote the following in his book The

History of the American Speedway: “One of the most famous sprint car tracks on the East

Coast was Ho-Ho-Kus Speedway near Ridgewood, New Jersey. Like Legion Ascot in

California, almost every top driver ran Ho-Ho-Kus at one time or another.”

The Ho-Ho-Kus Race Track and grounds were developed in late 1860 thru early 1870. Some

suggest it may have pre-dated the Civil War, 1861-1865, but no evidence has been found to

confirm these dates.

The track covered over 23 acres. The land was part of the Samuel Banta farm, located on

today’s Race Track Road. The entrance was at the current day Arbor Drive. The track was a

banked ½ mile oval dirt roadway.

It was started by the New Jersey Agricultural Association. The original purpose was to

promote agriculture, live stock, horses, cattle, sheep, bulls, mares, pigs as well as local

produce. The race track and grounds flourished for almost seven decades. It was considered

one of the more important and historic tracks in the United States and many years an

important stop on the first circuit of auto racing from 1920-1938. The big racing and fair

days were Opening Day, Decoration Day, July 4th, Labor Day, Columbus Day, Election Day

and Closing Day.

Over the seventy some odd years the grounds were used for numerous venues. Baseball

games, horse racing, trotting races, motorcycle racing, band concerts, auto racing, balloon

rides, live stock exhibits, movie making, dining and dancing, horse stable, foot racing,

wedding chapel, bicycle racing, fireman field days, polo events, emergency landing field,

stock car races, automobile shows, parades, fireworks, Ho-Ho-Kus road department storage

yard, military drill field, parachute jump field, airport, military debarkation center for horses

(WWI), carnivals, machinery and equipment shows and the first air mail delivery in the

eastern United States.

The track had many names during its long history; Ho-Ho-Kus Driving Park, Ridgewood

Race Track, Ho-Ho-Kus Speedway, the Driving Park, Ridgewood Driving Association Park,

Bergen County Fair Grounds, Ho-Ho-Kus Park Incorporated, Ho-Ho-Kus Race Track.

Whatever the name, the people came by horse and wagon, horseback and stage coach in the

late 1800’s. The Erie Railroad ran special trains to Ho-Ho-Kus station (at Hollywood

Avenue). The train would be met by the stage to complete the trip to the track. The reverse

would take place at the end of the race day.

Columbus Day 1886, the Orvil Athletic Association conducted a bike race, foot race and a

horse race. At the end of the day a baseball game was played between Orvil Athletic

Association and the Ridgewood Field Club.
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Early 1891, the Ridgewood Driving Association took charge of operating the track and race

programs. Opening day there was a special parade with horse drawn carriages, in a

procession from Ridgewood into Ho-Ho-Kus. They lapped around the track for a grand

display.

The Ridgewood Driving Association tried to conduct a race every Saturday afternoon.

Anyone with a horse could enter. They even conducted bicycle races before the horse race to

keep the enthusiasm for the track programs. In the fall of the year the Bergen County

Agricultural Fair was held (1891-1916).

In 1894, the North Jersey Agriculture and Driving Association took charge of operations.

They expanded the use of the ground. The horse racing was expanded to include trotters, a

more refined type of horse race. The local venues were expanded to include more entries

from around Bergen County. Horses were now housed and trained on the track grounds. The

track was part of the Metropolitan Race Circuit which covered New York and New Jersey.

Grand Stands were constructed and the track was upgraded. The group ran the track for five

years.

Horse racing kept everyone’s attention because it was the main source of entertainment and

transportation. The local type fairs did not do well because many of the large farms (cattle

and agricultural) were being sold off to people moving in from the city. The new people

were not interested in exhibits for farm and cattle items. They were interested in horses. The

track grounds were where one could find the best type of horse for sale and sales were very

good. Doctors were the top customers. They were always in need of a strong, dependable

horse to make house calls.

By the turn of the century a new group took control of the track, the New Jersey Agricultural

and Driving Association along with the Orvil Athletic Association. These two organizations

lasted about five years but were not financially successful. They did not have the business

experience to run an entertainment facility.

In 1905, Sam Nagle purchased the business and the fortune of the track turned around. He

was a lover of horses and he understood the racing market and how the public wanted to be

entertained. He owned the track for 24 years until 1929 when he died. During that time he

renamed the facility “The Ho-Ho-Kus Driving Park” and set about to get local, county, and

state interest in his track. He expanded the grounds, acquiring additional property; the track

covered almost 30 acres under his tenure.

He arranged for the Ridgewood High School Athletic Association to hold its first field day

on the track grounds. It had nine events where students competed for trophies and prizes. He

promoted local horses in races. These horses dominated the racing season in 1925. This was

the last year this would happen.
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The racing season in 1906 was very successful. Columbus Day was very special to the new

owner this year. A celebration was held at the existing club house, where the best social

event of the year took place. Horses and carriages of various sizes brought people to the park

to be seen and to see the races. They were paraded around the track and in front of the

balcony of the club house, which also overlooked the track. After the parade and race a

grand dinner dance program was held in the club house.

Sam Nagle was always working on methods to improve the track and its entertainment

program. In 1907 he had the local baseball teams play a game, Ridgewood Baseball vs.

Undercliff. He had local people for special neighborhood racing. Dr. Hopper raced his

famous horse “Top Notch” several times during the year. The doctor won all his races.

Decoration Day 1908, started with a Grand Parade from Ridgewood Avenue, Ridgewood, to

the Ho-Ho-Kus Driving Park. The parade consisted of 100 horse drawn carriages and rigs.

They were led by the Post Band who also provided entertainment between races. The track

flourished during the year. Sam Nagle started racing his own horse “Fly by Night.” Dr.

Hopper was still involved with a new horse “Torreau.” This kept the crowds coming back

because of this local competition.

Upgrading of the track facilities was carried out before and during the racing season. The

club house and grandstands were expanded and modernized. The stables and sheds were

upgraded and new ones added. The blacksmith shop was also renovated. The Ridgewood

Driving Association held all its meetings in the club house. The club house became the

major social center of the area. The population of Ho-Ho-Kus was about 480 at this time.

Five years after Sam Nagle took over the track’s operation, the attendance was very, very

good. The Ho-Ho-Kus Driving Club was sponsoring races followed by clam bakes and waltz

dances.

By 1912, the trolley line was in full service from Paterson to Suffern, NY. The local stop

was just down the street on Franklin Turnpike. Attendance was very large. People came by

horse, auto, and trolley.

In August, the Greater Aviation Company sponsored an air show and aviation meet. The

show was to have airplane displays, bomb throwing contests, monoplane demonstrations,

passenger rides, sky diving, altitude flying, and at the end of the day a cross-country air mail

delivery to Ridgewood. This was the first attempt at air mail service in New Jersey. The

Post Office provided special first day issue postage.
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Temporary hangers were installed to house some of the planes. A military band was on hand

to provide entertainment. The track was fully decorated for the big aviation event. Over

10,000 people came for the day. They toured the temporary hangers and observed people

working on the aircraft. They visited the few planes on the grounds, but the main events

never took place. Several aviators got lost; two others had engine trouble, another arrived

very late, decided not to compete and left. The crowd believed they had been scammed and

became very restless. Mr. Nagle forced the show operator to refund the money to calm the

people.

Later that afternoon one plane took off, piloted by Joe Richter, and flew around and did some

mild aviation demonstrations and landed. He picked up a mail pouch to deliver to

Ridgewood. He took off and headed north towards Suffern. Obviously lost, he flew back,

did a speed demonstration, and landed. After getting directions to Ridgewood he took off,

shortly before 7 PM, and dropped the bag of mail on the grounds of the old YMCA and flew

off into the sunset. This was the first air mail delivery in the state of New Jersey.

The first of two movies was made on the track grounds in 1914. A silent movie “Polly of the

Circus” was filmed by Goldwin Movie Picture Corporation. The movie setting was 1898.

The horse race and some fair scenes were filmed using local people in the cast, crowd, and

race.

Also, this year the Ho-Ho-Kus Driving Club was formed. The purpose of this group was to

promote quality breeding of horses and training for horse shows and races of a higher class.

The annual county fair was reorganized as a business and returned to the grounds in a big

way. Two large buildings were erected for displays and exhibits. One building was 200 feet

long to accommodate cattle, sheep, and swine.

After another successful year of racing a very large Bergen County Fair took place in the fall

of 1915. This was a four-day event. This fair differed from the previous ones held on the

grounds. The focus of the fair was special county resources, local manufacturers and farmers

of North Jersey. Exhibits and competitions were judged and prizes were awarded for cattle

and horses, ladies baked goods, including apples, peaches, cabbage, corn, and potatoes. Art

and needle work was also judged. The fair midway featured games, rides, balloon ascensions

and high-diving acts. Band music was played all during the fair days.

On the last day of the fair the New York-New Jersey Volunteer Firemen’s Association

sponsored a firemen’s field day. They raced horse drawn and motorized units, conducted

hose laying contests, tug of war, water bottle spraying, and a greased pig contest. In addition

fair goers saw a firemen’s parade and viewed a fire truck exhibition.

The attendance at this fair was estimated at 20,000, including the governor who came by

train. The Ho-Ho-Kus Fire Department had 10 men on duty to assist the police. The

Borough hired a retired New York City Detective Sergeant, James McKahey, to organize the

policing of the grounds.
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In 1916, the track had another successful season and in the fall the four-day Bergen County

Fair was back, bigger and better. In addition to the previous year there was an auto show,

trap shooting contest, trick riding, a flower show and exhibit, a five mile bike race, sword

swallowing, an elephant display, a dog show, gladiator contests, a vegetable and poultry

exhibit, chickens, pigeons, pheasants, hawks, and water fowl. The New York-New Jersey

Volunteer Firemen’s Association held its usual program on the last day. This time 50 fire

departments participated in the events.

The governor came, made a few speeches, met with political groups, saw a demonstration by

the Vote for Women Group and the Woman’s Temperance Union.

By 1917, clouds of change were starting to appear. The Home Guard, today’s New Jersey

National Guard, was formed and they drilled on the track grounds, where maneuvers and

guard duty was taught. The track became an assembly area for its activities in Northwest

Bergen County.

The Bergen County Fair was held for four days at the end of August, thousands attended.

The cattle exhibit had been reduced in size, but the Guernsey’s and Jersey’s were exhibited.

A very large car show was the featured attraction that year. The music was supplied by the

Home Guard Band. The New York-New Jersey Volunteer Firemen’s Association field day

was the last day of the fair. This year’s fair had a special event wrestling contest, The

Masked Marvel. He took on all comers in spirited matches over the four days.

In September the function of the track changed. It became a collection center for horses and

mules used by the French Army. The Federal Export Company handled the process on the

grounds. The animals were shipped by train to the Ho-Ho-Kus freight yard at Hollywood

Avenue. The horses were unloaded and herded down Franklin Turnpike by cowboys and

drovers to the track. These wild horses had to be “broken” to the bit and saddle, shoed,

housed, fed, and trained for the French Army.

In October a team of inspectors found conditions ideal for the mission. They found 20 tons

of hay, 2 tons of bran, and 4 tons of oats. Quartering was found to be very good and clean

with plenty of water and food. Search lights lit up the area at night. Doctor Hopper

(Ridgewood) was also involved with the inspection process. The U.S. Army had people

stationed from the U.S. Veterinary Corps conducting final inspections before shipment

overseas.

By January 1918, the U.S. Army was processing hundreds of horses. They had been very

diligent in horse quality and control of diseases. There was a report that the U.S.

Government was going to take over the grounds and set up a military post. The Army denied

any take over or plans for a permanent military facility to the relief of the community.

In March a nineteen car train arrived with 340 horses. The control of the horse movement

was much improved. The horses were herded down Franklin Turnpike in lots of 150 each.

This insured protection of flower and vegetable gardens from hungry horses. This was the

last load of horses to be delivered.
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By April, the French Government ceased operation of the Remount. The war effort was now

mechanized with trucks and tanks. In addition, space to ship the animals was unavailable.

The balance of the horses was sold in the United States. The French Remount program

closed and the Army and the export team moved to Washington.

A week after the last horse was shipped; a brush fire broke out west of the track in May. The

fire was out of control. The two-day fire consumed the club house and all its furnishings, 200

tons of hay, a carload of feed, and the cattle shed and grandstands were badly damaged. The

stable area was saved. The Bergen County Fair Buildings were not damaged, but were sold at

auction. The organization went bankrupt due to the track closing, the war, and attendance

problems. Sam Nagle was the winning bidder.

Nagle had the track in shape by May of 1919. The war was over and people were looking to

enjoy life. The track conducted auto racing. Large crowds came to see this new form of

racing. The old military band provided musical entertainment. The early auto races were not

successful because the track was soft from horse racing. This problem was corrected by the

July 4th Race Day. The Ho-Ho-Kus Police had to hire 12 extra officers to handle the crowd

and the traffic on Franklin Turnpike.

It has been reported that the first auto race took place in 1914. Eugene “Hugbie” Zinn stated

in an affidavit that he raced a midget car at this time. We have not been able to confirm this

claim, but it has been confirmed that he drove in an auto race in 1917.

In November six rail cars filled with circus equipment was transported to the track for

storage over the winter.

Memorial Day 1920, horse racing was back for the first time since the war. Over 7,000

people attended opening day. This time almost all who attended came by car or trolley, only

a few came by horse. The rest of the year was uneventful, but the attendance and interest

was coming back to prewar levels.

During the racing season gambling was detected and three-card Monte type games were

being played on the grounds. Extra police were now required to contain this new problem.

The population of Ho-Ho-Kus was close to 600.

On Labor Day the New York-New Jersey Volunteer Fireman’s Association held a two-day

field day and carnival. Over 10,000 people showed up for the largest event in Bergen County

for 1922. About 2,000 firemen from 112 fire departments participated in a wide variety of

programs and contests. The New York-New Jersey Volunteer Firemen’s Association had a

50 piece band to provide entertainment for the two days. In addition, the Association ran 35

of the booth games and concession stands. They also provided two days of fire works for

those who attended.
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The 1923, racing season had a growth in attendance. The Post Military Band from Waldwick

provided entertainment during the year. Motorcycle racing with and without side cars was

the highlight of the year. The New York-New Jersey Volunteer Fireman’s Association

moved its field day program to Westwood. They now controlled the entire financial

operation of all field day operations. They realized the money making ability of their events

from the last year’s successful program.

Competition, on the equestrian level, opened on the other side of Ho-Ho-Kus in 1924. Bell-

Ho Stables opened with great fanfare led by the Ridgewood Riding Club (see Bell-Ho

Stables - Historic Element).

Another large fire took place one night in late October. The grandstands and judges stand

were destroyed. However, Sam Nagle still had the grounds ready for the Thanksgiving Day

program. A daredevil driving demonstration came in from Chicago. They performed all

types of maneuvers. They also had races with all challengers from the East. The show was

billed “East Meets West.” This was the first time at this track and maybe New Jersey that

black drivers competed with white people in the race circuit.

By mid-May 1925, new grandstands were erected to replace the ones burned down in last

fall’s fire. A large crowd attended a special motorcycle race on May 20th. The Precision

Motor Cycle Club of New York City conducted the program of solo bikes and sidecar bikes

before a very large crowd. The following week, Memorial Day, 5,000 people attended a

horse racing program. Another successful year for the track, as auto racing became the main

event for attendance.

In 1926, record crowds attended horse races and motorcycle races. The auto races set an all

time high at the July 4th venue. The trolley system was at capacity with extra runs. Buses

started to bring fans.

Shortly after Labor Day the Ridgewood Polo Club was formed with its headquarters at the

track. They scheduled a polo match on a Sunday. Unfortunately, nothing was permitted at

the track on Sundays. The Ridgewood Mayor had made promises about the Ho-Ho-Kus

track he could not keep. The Club had publicized the match extensively. After a series of

meetings with the Ho-Ho-Kus Mayor and Council and the Ridgewood Mayor the one Sunday

game was permitted.

The field was put in order to play the game on the infield. Both Mayors threw the first ball

on the field. The game was slow because the grounds had not settled enough from the

renovation but, it was a start. The new Ridgewood team beat Saddle River. The Essex

Troop Polo Club moved to the track from Sea Girt, New Jersey for future polo events in

North Jersey.

The beginning of 1927 the Kent Riding Academy, North Maple Avenue, Ridgewood moved

its operation to the stable area of the track. This allowed the Academy to stay in competition

with Bell-Ho Stables for a few more years. During the year horse racing tried to compete

with auto and motorcycle races. Midget cars were a popular crowd pleaser.
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In early May of 1930, the newly organized Ho-Ho-Kus Driving Club introduced free horse

racing matinees to which the public was invited to participate. Many interested people raced

on Saturday afternoons. This approach allowed the track-trained horses to gain experience.

The Driving Club provided these free matinees up until Memorial Day when admission

would then be charged.

Before Memorial Day, the Ho-Ho-Kus PTA sponsored the Ho-Ho-Kus School Field Day at

the track. These field days would be held until the early 1940’s when the program moved to

the new Public School and became the current day Memorial Day Program.

By the Memorial Day 1930 opening race, the track was known as one of the best horse

country centers in the East. This came about because of the excellent track promoter, Forrest

E. Davis. Purse money had been enlarged to attract a good field for racing and also to help

people in the Depression. A half-mile track record was set on this day.

The Bergen County Motorcycle Police sponsored a motorcycle race on Saturday afternoon in

mid-June, 1930. An extra thrill was added when a motorcycle Polo game was played during

intermission. The purpose of this event was to provide money for the Bergen County Police

pension fund.

In late June, 1930 the grandstand was struck by lightning and damaged but did not catch fire.

A crew completed repairs in time for the Fourth of July races.

As a result of the Depression, auto racing was not as prominent as it had been in past years.

Horse racing was the favorite sport for the year. On Fourth of July, over 5,000 fans attended

the race.

On this Labor Day a very large crowd turned out to see one of the few auto races and stunt

driving exhibitions. The race was sanctioned by the AAA. The crowd was not disappointed.

The big thrill was performed by “The Millionaire Race Driver” who raced and did various

stunts with a high speed car.

On Columbus Day, last day of the race season, another AAA-sanctioned race card was

presented. Again almost 5,000 turned out to see a local Ridgewood driver who did well, but

not in the big money. The next year he would be a Labor Day’s star performer.

In January, 1931 the Ho-Ho-Kus Road Department moved its offices and equipment from the

race track to the barn behind the Ho-Ho-Kus Inn because it was more centrally located and

was less costly.

The traditional Memorial Day opening had an extra attraction this year. For the first time in

the State of New Jersey colt horses raced. A large, enthusiastic crowd showed up for the

colts. Trotters and pacers were still part of the race card.
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In early June a new baseball diamond was built on the infield in front of the grandstands.

The Ho-Ho-Kus Men’s Club built this first-class field for a team they sponsored and for local

use.

At this time a portion of the northeast corner of the track grounds was sold because the New

Jersey State Highway Authority needed the land to build Route 2 (17) as part of a negotiated

realignment agreement with the Borough.

In this year the Ridgewood Independence Day fireworks program was moved to the Ho-Ho-

Kus Race Track. The Borough greeted this event with much enthusiasm. A town-wide

effort was made to make this a festive occasion with flags, lights, and decorations placed on

all the stores and streets leading to the track. Additional seating for 5,000 more people was

provided. Floodlights were installed.

The Ho-Ho-Kus and Ridgewood Fire Departments, Police Departments, and Councils joined

forces to handle all aspects of the July 4th program. The two municipal governing bodies had

agreed that money generated would be placed in their relief funds for the unemployed.

During this day a large crowd attended the auto races and saw motorcycle daredevil displays,

trick riding, and fancy stunts.

This same evening the largest crowd, up until this time, attended the Ridgewood

Independence Day fireworks. The crowd was estimated at 11,000. The program had lasted

an hour and a half, showing extra attractions—an electric light display with five electric

fountains, 20 feet high with electric wheels and spinners.

The Labor Day Weekend of 1931 there was a large, three-day event. The show attracted a

substantial attendance to all the events. On Saturday there were motorcycle races, displays

and daredevil performances. On Sunday a series of baseball games with all the local rivalries

was held. For Monday Tony Sall was billed, a local Ridgewood driver. Almost 11,000

arrived on race day to see Sall capture the major racing honors. His fans swarmed onto the

track, holding up the rest of the day’s events. It took a while for the track to be cleared.

In mid-September 1931, the Bergen County Democratic Committee sponsored a political

rally for governor. It was known as “Harry Moore Day.” The publicity man for the

committee proclaimed “This will be the greatest event ever staged in Bergen County!” A

country fair atmosphere with a midway, Ferris wheel, merry go-round, political floats, a baby

contest, a semi-pro baseball game, a woman’s relay race, music, refreshments, prizes, and

awards. A special surprise featured a parachute drop. Notables include Babe Ruth, the

governor of Massachusetts, former New York Governor Al Smith, as well as all local party

political candidates.

Rain dampened the day; however it was a political success. Despite the rain, the events took

place and Harry Moore was elected governor.
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In the fall of 1931 and spring of 1932, Warner Brothers Pictures filmed a series of

background, track, and building scenes for a movie called “The Crowd Roars.” The movie

starred James Cagney and Joan Blondell, and Howard Hawks directed this soap opera race

film. The main filming was done elsewhere, but the community was excited about its small

role and the extra income it provided.

The 1931 Columbus Day Races were canceled because of the economic downturn.

By 1932 racing at the track was spotty and would be over the next few years. Racing was

scheduled for every two weeks, but only a few sanctioned auto races took place. Prize

money was also not available. However, the locals ran races secretly on their own.

To prevent people from getting in for free, and for safety and security reasons, a 10-foot high

boarded fence was built around the track.

Thousands came to the Fourth of July Race to see the races in the rain, but the race was

cancelled. But they witnessed a wedding ceremony performed by Ho-Ho-Kus’s own Bill

Washer. The racer Ken Fowler married a local girl Mary Spinoto at the track side. The

couple took a lap around the track in his race car and drove off to their honeymoon as the

fans cheered. By mid-July the Borough Council voted to permit racing on Sundays. A

special permit of $300 per race was required. The track was to hire twenty unemployed

residents as special police officers. Gross receipts over $4,000 were to be taxed at 10%.

This money went to the Borough Relief Fund to assist the unemployed.

The first Sunday race turned disastrous when a racer lost control at the dangerous north curve

when his steering apparatus failed and was unable to complete the turn. He was thrown from

the car and killed.

The first nighttime baseball game in Bergen County was played at the track in August of

1932. Lights are installed for the balance of the season. About 5,000 people attended this

first night game. The enthusiastic overflow crowd strained the police and track facilities.

On Labor Day weekend 1932, the Bergen County Police sponsored a fair. It was the first

time the police sponsored such an event. A three-day fair featuring Vaudeville acts, band

concerts, fireworks, a Ferris wheel, merry-go-round, bumper cars, pony rides, goat-drawn

carts, a poultry show with prize, a rabbit show with 400 rabbits and various booths of chance.

In addition, the auto dealers of the County had 39 cars on display.

Horse racing took place on Friday along with a full circus program on Saturday. Monday,

Labor Day, horse racing with entries from all over the Mid-Atlantic States was held with an

attendance of 15,000. It was very profitable for the Bergen County Police Benefit Fund.
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By 1933 the economy was starting to slowly change. The races came back and Memorial

Day had a good purse. The track was under new management by the Automobile Racing

Association (ARA). This association did not have the highest standards. Sometimes the

purses were not standardized and proper payment was not always realized. In addition, the

safety rules were not enforced. Two drivers were killed in separate races.

The opening race in 1934 was sanctioned by the ARA. On the second lap a young driver was

killed. For the rest of the year the races were sanctioned by AAA, resulting in immediate

safety improvements. Dust control program was now in place to address driver and spectator

complaints. The purses were increased and guaranteed, and racing events were expanded to

two a month.

In August, a driver in a warm-up race jumped the rail at the north turn. In order to avoid

spectators he then drove through the barn at the northwest corner. The driver was uninjured,

but two boys, who had sneaked onto the grounds and were hiding in the building, were

injured. The event was photographed. The photo of the race car entering the building was

published in a new local sports paper, The National Auto Racing News. (The name was

changed to National Speed Sport News in 1943.)

At the track in 1934 there was a local 14-year-old Ridgewood boy who had developed an

interest in racing and was always at the Ho-Ho-Kus track. He also traveled to other race

tracks with the help of family and friends. At Ho-Ho-Kus he sold the National Auto Racing

news to earn some money. He also displayed a talent for writing and wrote copy of the race

events. The racing news editor published his work. Young Chris Economaki wrote about

races at Ho-Ho-Kus from 1934 to 1938. Today he is known as “The Dean of American

Motor Sport Journalists.” He became owner, publisher, and editor of The National Speed

Sport News, the premier race car newspaper in the country today. After World War II, he

became the voice of auto racing for more than three decades. For more on Chris Economaki,

visit www.nationalspeedsportnews.com and www.thevintageracer.com.

The Labor Day Races for 1934 were cancelled because of the weather.

Later in September, the Ridgewood High School Alumni formed a football team which

played most of the games at the track in September, October, and November. They were

well-attended events which included teams from northwest Bergen and Passaic Counties.

In mid-September 1934, the Bergen County Republican Party, led by Ho-Ho-Kus mayor

Bernard Lamb, scheduled a political rally for governor. The four-hour event had an

extensive program of fun and frolic, but was cancelled the morning of the rally because of

rain. Many people arrived to an empty track. The rally was not rescheduled.

In 1937, the Ho-Ho-Kus Speedway is considered one of the most famous of all auto speed

spots. No other track in New Jersey auto race history has survived under the same promoter,

John Kochman, for so long and with consistent success.
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Most racing has been eliminated on the west coast. Midwest tracks had limited the motors of

competing race cars. As a consequence the “hot cars” competed on the east coast.

Prior to opening day the track was resurfaced with clay. This allows for a faster surface and

less dust during the events.

Opening day, May 2, 1937 a crowd of 12,000 saw a world record set for ½ mile dirt track.

Ben Shaw drives a machine that was equipped with an airplane motor.

The annual Memorial Day program is an AAA-sanctioned event. The race card does not

feature any big name racers. This is reflected in the attendance of 6,000 for the holiday event.

In early June over 80 citizens protest to the Borough Council that the track is permitted to

operate on Sundays. They file a petition objecting to noise, dust and traffic problems. In

addition, there was another petition requesting that the council rezone twelve acres north of

the Race Track as a business zone. The Council agreed to consider these petitions and report

back at a future meeting.

In mid September, Mary Wiggins and her Hollywood Daredevils put on a motorcycle and

auto thrill show. This is one of the few all female programs in the county.

At the end of the month the Ho-Ho-Kus Fire Department held its annual outing at the race

track. They will continue this tradition for a couple of years at the track. Latter years the

outings are held on Labor Day at various locations around town. The new fire truck, Ahrens

Fox was brought to the track for inspection by the guests. A few test runs around the track

were made. No record of its speed was reported.

The track opened in 1938. Racing starts May 1st. A local driver from Ridgewood starts the

inaugural meet breaking three track records in front of a crowd of 5,000. He set speed records

in the 3 mile, 5 mile, and 15 mile categories. By Memorial Day track conditions are the

fastest ever. But no records are set during the holiday program.

The annual 4th of July race was attended by almost 10,000 people. This AAA sanctioned race

had a very good race for the Fourth. During the first lap of the 30 lap main feature, two cars

locked wheels in the front of the grandstands. As they pass the grandstands the cars turn to

the left into the pit area on the other side of the roadway. They hit the track starter, an 11 year

old boy and 17 other people, plus several cars in the pits at sixty miles per hour. The police

and track people pressed into service several cars and a delivery truck to send the injured to

various hospitals. Dr. Kalman Chase, from Ho-Ho-Kus amputates a man’s leg with a pocket

knife; this emergency operation saved the man’s life. Eventually ambulances arrived and

transported the rest of the injured. The 11 year old boy and a photographer died of their

injuries. The race day was cancelled.

The Borough Council held a Special Meeting on July 6th and bans auto racing and prepares

an amendment to the amusement ordinance. By the July 13th Public Meeting, the ordinance is

amended to also ban motorcycle racing.
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In 1939, and the early 1940’s horses were housed in the stable area. Horse owners used the

grounds to house and exercise their animals for the next few years.

In 1942, and into the early war years, residents and other local families set up large vegetable

gardens in the inner ring of the track. These are known as “Victory Gardens”, part of the war

effort.

Around 1939-1943 a couple of the Memorial Field Day Programs are held on the track

roadway. The parents and visitors sit in the grandstand to enjoy the events.

After the war the buildings and track survive the lack of use. Young people are seen riding

bicycles, motorcycles and cars around the track. In 1950, the local Veterans of Foreign Wars

promote a week long fair and carnival at the track. The event is well advertised around New

Jersey and New York by radio and newspaper. The day of the carnival the amusement

company does not show. This is the end of the Ho-Ho-Kus Race Track.

In March 1950, the Nagle Estate sold an 18,750 square-foot parcel of the Race Track. A

business associate, Thomas Shea, and his wife became owners of 355 Race Track Road. The

balance of the track grounds and buildings were sold to Public Construction Company in

October 1950. In less than two years, the area was known as Park Estates. Another owner,

Park Estates Incorporated, was involved with Public Construction Company to develop the

property. These two companies developed the roads and built over 100 houses on the former

track.

Caretaker’s House—Race Track circa 1865

355 Race Track Road

In the very early days of the Race Track, the New Jersey Agricultural Association received

permission from the Town Committee to operate a hotel in this building from the late 1870’s

to the early 1880’s.

When Sam Nagle purchased the track in 1905, it included all the buildings that were

associated with it, including a house that is believed to be a Victorian farm house of the

original Banta Farm.

The house was used by the track caretaker and various employees of Sam Nagle. The

building was used to provide support functions for the track complex. It controlled all

ingress and egress to the track. The building served as a control center for the French

Remount program in 1917-1918. It served as the hub for inspectors, government officials,

The house survived numerous fires at the track, including the one that destroyed the big

clubhouse that was next-door in 1918.

After Sam Nagle died, his estate heirs converted the building to a residential rental.
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The two-story structure had four bedrooms on the second floor. The first floor had a living

room, kitchen, and dining area. The original structure faced east with the back door toward

the west. There was a partial cellar and a well. There was a tree on the north side where

youngsters would climb to view the action at the track.

The family that rented the house in the 1930’s reported that on race days or special track

event days, relatives would come to visit. The two bedrooms that faced north had a

wonderful view of the track. The line of sight was the grandstands and the judges’ stand.

The first turn of the track was a short distance from the back yard. These two rooms were

always filled with family and friends.

Over the life of the building the first floor interior was rearranged. The front now faces south

and the rear north. Doors and windows were eliminated or moved and a fireplace was added.

A garage, breezeway, and patio were added. The house was re-sided and the roof was

changed. The basement was upgraded and still has a linoleum floor from the 1930’s.

In March 1950, the Nagle Estate carved out a 125’ by 150’ lot from the track grounds. The

lot, with the Caretaker’s House, was sold to Thomas and Dorothy Shea.

This building is the only structure to survive the era of the Ho-Ho-Kus Race Track.

In conclusion to this Historic Preservation Element, the Board suggests that the Borough use

the Bergen County Historic Site Survey and the Bergen County Stone House Survey Guide

for preserving the antique homes in our uniquely historic Borough.
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