A CLEAN HOUSE IS A FIRE SAFE HOUSE
Housekeeping is important in that it affects fire safety and accident prevention. In a practical sense it also can affect moral and our ability to get our work accomplished. Housekeeping is one of the most far-reaching safety issues in that it requires integration of all features of a facility by those who use and maintain it. Students, educators, researchers, public, and those in facilities management are participants that can make or break a good housekeeping program.

Just what is a good housekeeping program? It incorporates the concept of a place for everything and everything in its place. Facility layout and equipment designs are important, as are material handling and storage practices. The process in its entirety must be considered. For example there must be sufficient storage for all equipment as well as materials prior to process activity. Once an activity begins there must be additional locations for materials in process and a storage location for materials that have completed processing. Changes or deviations from the original process may create an excess of material at any location. With constant changes in research and educational needs this can quickly lead to poor housekeeping.

Corridors and aisles may become convenient locations for material storage. This is an unsafe practice as corridors and aisles are means of exit and escape in an emergency such as fire. They are also used by fire and emergency personnel in entry and reaching necessary portions of our facilities.

Waste and recyclable material are to be placed in approved containers. Containers are limited in size and in the location in which they can be placed. They should not be located adjacent to major building exits and not within elevator lobbies or stairs. These locations may restrict safe exiting in the event of fire. They are also to be emptied daily because of the concern of fire. Flammable or highly combustible materials should not be disposed of in the normal waste or recyclable process. Environmental Health and Safety can assist with safe disposal of these materials.

We all share the responsibility of routine clean up of our work areas. With attention to this and review of the suggestions mentioned our facilities can be considered having good housekeeping.

